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Performance	Notes	

		

Migratory	Birds	was	written	whilst	listening	to	birdsong	and	interplays	real	rhythms	and	melodies	of	birdsong	with	harmony	and	poem.

	As	the	song	cycle	develops,	this	interplay	becomes	more	complex,	and	the	singer	almost	becomes	a	bird.	

There	is	a	lot	of	room	for	musical	freedom	–	for	the	voice	and	flute	to	explore	a	soundscape	that	might	seem	quite	alien	to	them.			

Song	1 	-	How	far	does	the	swallow	go?

b.	77	-	79 Voice	and	Flute	sing	in	directed	free	time,	sounding	like	echoes	of	each	other.	Much	like	how	birds	mimic	each	other’s	calls.	

Song	2	-	Metamophosis	

The	singer	slowly	begins	to	transform	into	a	bird,	and	starts	to	copy	the	rhythms	and	sounds	of	the	bird.

Notations	of	extended	technique	for	Flute:

Diamond	noteheads		-	e.g.	b.28	

Aeolian	air	sound.	Creates	a	breathy	coloured	air	sound,	in	the	lower	register	which	can	be	pitched.

	 To	produce	Aeolian	Sounds	use	a	"duck-face"	embouchure,	allowing	the	air	to	flow	over	the	top	of	the	embouchure	hole.	

	In	order	to	avoid	normal	flute	tone,	you	can	bite	your	teeth	together.	

Crossed	noteheads	-	e.g.	b.71

Slap	tongue,	or	tongue	pizzicato.	Often	notated	as	a	normal	notehead,	with	a	<	through	the	stem.	

Needs	to	be	tight,	precise	and	loud.	

Notations	of	Extended	Technique	for	Voice:

Stem	with	no	notehead	-	e.g.	b.30

	 Approximate	pitch	for	the	voice.	Curved	line	after	a	note	indicates	slides	to	and	from	notes.	

Diamond	noteheads	-	e.g.	b.41 	

Whistle	at	notated	pitch.

Crossed	noteheads	-	e.g.	b.70

Written	to	mimic	a	woodpecker	pecking	aound.	Use	a	baton	or	a	pencil,	and	tap	harshly	against	the	piano.	

Song	3	-	Nostos

Nostos	meaning	'to	return	home'.	After	the	singer	has	transformed,	they	come	to	a	realisation	-	that	the	singer	can't	be	a	bird	and	fly	away	fro

their	life,	no	matter	how	much	they	may	try	to	imitate	one.	
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Lyrics	by	E.R

How	far	does	the	swallow	go?
Song	No.	1 	of	Migratory	Birds

for	Flute,	Coloratura	Soprano	Voice	and	Piano
Eleanor	Row
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